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This Gorgeous Vancouver Home 
Was Once a Modest Bungalow

Renovate!  
Make It Yours

Inspiring  
Renovations 
That Bring New 
Life to Vintage 
Homes

PM 40065475
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Once a closed-off, 1940s bungalow, this 
Vancouver home now soars—and has plenty 
of room for its owners’ quirky collections.
by  Anicka Quin   //  photographs by  Sama Jim Canzian

COLLECTOR’S 
PEACE

Modern Remake
The original 1940s bungalow fea-
tured a traditional, closed-off inte-
rior with no real connection to the 
landscape (below and right). Nigel 
Parish of Splyce Design converted 
the space into the lofted design it 
is now (above left and opposite), 
complete with a cantilevered living 
room (left) and new upper level, 
with open-tread stairs (above right). 
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rian Cunningham and Sara McCracken might be modernists, 
but they’re not minimalists. “We do have a life-sized stormtrooper in our 
media room,” laughs McCracken. The couple had lived in their 1940s West 
Vancouver bungalow for about 12 years, but as their two children started to 
grow, the pair began talking about a need for more elbow room—and space for 
Cunningham’s film memorabilia. (He’s a concept illustrator for the industry, 
she’s in the collectibles-free field of tax law.) It was either find a new place or 
renovate—and they opted for plan B, with the help of their old high-school 
acquaintance, Nigel Parish of Splyce Design. “I told Nigel we need a media 
room where we can put movie collectibles and not have them in my living 

BCook’s Corner
The couple’s daughter, Kelly, sits in the 
newly renovated kitchen. In any modern 
design, good storage is essential. “It 
goes all the way up to the ceiling,” says 
homeowner Sara McCracken, “and it’s 
not even full yet. We actually look like 
we’re organized.”

13331 Vulcan Way Unit 10, Richmond, BC  |  604-231-1433  |  windowworks.ca

Vancouver’s 
largest selection 
of fabric, custom 
drapery and 
upholstery
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room anymore,” says McCracken. Cunningham nods 
along. “Nigel asked me, ‘I can’t tell if you’re serious or if 
you’re kidding about this stuff,’ and I said, ‘It just has to 
have a place somewhere!’”

The couple had long tracked Parish’s career and 
admired his work. “It was exactly our style—clean lines, 
very purposeful design,” says McCracken. The designer 
showed the pair how they could keep the original footprint 
of the home, but go up a half-storey to create room for a 
master suite and a home office. On the main floor, they’d 
open up the warren of rooms that was so common to ’40s 
design to create better flow between the living room and 
kitchen, and cantilever the living room out a couple of 
feet over the front yard to gain a little more square foot-
age. And they’d create better access to the surrounding 
landscape with multi-slide doors that open the kitchen to 
the backyard. (In another high-school throwback for this 
home, the couple hired a second former classmate to help 
out as their builder: Dave Adair from Blackfish Homes.)

The addition of the half-storey results in a dramatic 
new roofline for the home, and a vaulted ceiling for the 
entry and main floor. “That subtle tip of the roof creates 

Open Flow
“That sloped ceiling creates a huge vaulted 
space now,” says Parish of the living room 
(above) and kitchen (left). “That subtle tip of 
the roof creates so much volume.”

“It’s that natural  
flow between the 
spaces, the connection 
to the outdoors.”

Richmond Sales Centre
8511 Capstan Way, Richmond, BC
(on No. 3 Road)

Hours: 11:00am - 5:00pm Daily
Phone: 604 233 7748

Galleria, located right next to the proposed Capstan SkyTrain Station in 
Richmond, is inspired by art and excelled with technology. 

Equipped with state-of-the-art amenities and high-tech features; easy 
access to an over 2-acre community park as well as a wide selection of 
shops and restaurants, Galleria brings you home to experience the fine 
art of smart living.

New Master-Planned Transit Community In Richmond

Register Now at
ConcordGalleria.com 

All renderings reflect the artists’ interpretation of the project only and do not take into account the neighbourhood buildings, physical structures, streets, and landscapes. The developer 
reserves the right to make modifications, substitutions, changes brands, sizes, colours, layouts, materials, ceiling heights, features, finishes, and other specifications without prior notification. 
This is not an o�ering for sale. Any such o�er may only be made with the applicable disclosure statement and agreement of purchase and sale. Concord Galleria Limited Partnership. E & O.E.

State-of-the-art Amenities 

12,000 sq.
. 
Arts Facility for Children

KOHLER®Veil 
Intelligent Toilet

Miele Appliances

100% EV Parking

The Fine Art of Smart Living 

1 to 3-Bedroom Luxury Homes
(from 523 to 1,786 sq.ft, plus balcony space)
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Bathing Beauty
Parish opted for a simple palette of 
black porcelain flooring paired with 
white lacquer cabinets in the master 
bath. “It’s really hearty and functional,” 
he says. “Nothing is overly trendy or 
overly fussy.” There’s a bit of a glow 
on the floor—that’s from a skylight that 
was added in the reno.

Stor-x Full Page Colour ad for Western Living Magazine
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so much volume,” notes Parish. A new stairway up 
to the master suite is free of risers, allowing more 
light to penetrate down through the stairs to the 
lower level. A simple materials palette through-
out—white oak millwork and flooring, white lac-
quer cabinetry—keeps the rest of the space light 
and bright, too. Nothing is overly fussy, yet it’s 
perfectly designed for this family of four. “The 
improvement, you can really see it looking from 
the living room to the kitchen,” says Parish. “It’s 
that natural flow between the spaces, the connec-
tion to the outdoors.”

“One of the great things about designing with 
Nigel,” says Cunningham, “is that our kids are now 
at the age where it’s great for them to have their 
own space, and he worked with that.” Dylan and 
Kelly, now 13 and 11 respectively, have their bed-
rooms on the lower level with that much-needed 

media room for their toys (and for dad’s). And 
the parents have their own spaces, too. The top-
floor office is Cunningham’s favourite room in 
the house. “It’s a little purpose-built office for my 
work, when I need to be in kind of a dark area,” he 
explains. “It’s a little oasis up there when every-
thing is chaotic and the kids have friends in.” For 
McCracken, her personal retreat is the command 
central that Parish set up for her in the kitchen—a 
little nook where she can sit with her laptop as the 
kids cruise in and out or study at the nearby island. 
“In the summer, you can open the doors out to the 
backyard—I love it.”

“I think that’s what has worked so well with the 
design we settled on,” continues Cunningham. 
“We do have that big, open entertaining space, yet 
designed into the house is everyone’s retreat area. It 
just works.” 

Light and Bright
Millwork throughout the 
home is lightly stained, 
rift-cut white oak: a con-
sistent palette that’s a 
trademark of modern 
design. The couple had 
chosen Parish after track-
ing his body of work over 
several years. “It was 
exactly our style—clean 
lines, very purposeful 
design,” says McCracken.
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Recycle Your:

Michael Zarbl
Executive Director
Major Appliance Recycling Roundtable

For large appliances, “end-of-life” 
doesn’t mean an end to usefulness. 
You might not know it, but many large 
appliances can actually be recycled 
once you’re done with them. In fact, 
99.9% of large appliances have a 
lifespan of around 10 to 20 years, so 
you’ll probably have a few of your own 
that need to be recycled.

THAT’S WHERE WE COME IN
The Major Appliance Recycling 
Roundtable (MARR) is a not-for-profit 
stewardship agency responsible for 
managing end-of-life large household 
appliances in British Columbia. MARR 
works on behalf of large appliance 
producers to meet BC Recycling 
Regulations, making it an Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) program. 

The Return-It Large Appliance program 
operates on behalf of MARR in BC. The 
large appliance stewardship plan is 
focused on enhancing the performance 
and transparency of BC’s existing 
system of collecting and recycling major 
household appliances.  

There are 272 drop-off sites that accept 
major appliances in BC, many of which 
are free. Above and beyond those sites 
there are pick-up services offered by 
retailers and even some municipalities.   
For a full list of free drop-off sites, visit 
return-it.ca/large-appliances/locations.

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Many large appliances are used for 
cooling or freezing. These appliances 
use chemical refrigerants that as 
a group are classified as ozone-
depleting substances. Ozone-depleting 
substances are harmful to the 
environment so it’s important they’re 
handled and disposed of carefully by 
licensed professionals.

Not only does recycling ensure 
refrigerants are handled by experts, but 
it also means that recyclable materials 
go back into the manufacturing cycle. 
98% of metal from large appliances 
can be recycled by processors, who can 
then resell the scrap metal for reuse. 
This reduces the need to mine more raw 
materials from the Earth.

WHAT THE INDUSTRY IS DOING
It’s not just people like you who can 
help. Over the past twenty years, large 
appliance manufacturers have become 
more environmentally-conscious. 
Many now incorporate ‘Design for the 
Environment’ principles into their 
manufacturing processes: they’re 
always looking for new ways to reduce 
the amount of manufacturing material, 
increase energy and water efficiency 
and incorporate innovative low-to-no 
Global Warming Potential 
refrigerant technology.

LET’S KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK
In 2017, British Columbians diverted 
38,000 tonnes of large appliances from 
the landfill by recycling responsibly.

As a province, we’re all in this together. 
Recycling your large appliances is an 
important way to help preserve our 
environment, so do your part and make 
sure they always get dropped off at a 
certified collection site.

RECYCLE YOUR 
LARGE APPLIANCES
Keep BC Green

Call us at 1.800.330.9767

To find a free certified 
MARR collection site near 
you visit:
return-it.ca/Large-
Appliances/locations

For more program information visit marrbc.ca
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